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stirring either in Riverside or Daffodil Street. By
7.45 the whole of the Seatown district was crowded
with people.

The moon was out by then, the sky was clear, and
there was a boisterous wind. The policemen on
duty in Seatown reported that there was a big silent
crowd of men, women and children in Riverside
Street, most of them armed with sticks and rough
weapons. These policemen were ordered to report
at once at headquarters, which they did.

It was as though the Pol had overflowed into
Riverside Street transforming itself into human
beings, so closely packed, so silent was that crowd.
Presently Tom Caul and a number of his friends
appeared. He addressed the crowd from the front
of * The Dog and Pilchard/ He spoke very much
more quietly than was his custom. He said that for
a long time past the real citizens of Polchester had
received great injustice. Who were the real citizens?
Not the parsons nor the society swells nor the shop-
keepers in the High Street, but the men and women
who lived in humble homes and did the drudgery
and bore the burden and heat of the day. What was
their lot? They searched for work and found none.
They had a bare subsistence thrown a^ them like
dogs and were expected to go on their knees for it*
Meanwhile the clergy spent thousands of pounds on
a show which ended by their being the mock of the
whole of England.

If the money that had been wasted on that blasted
Pageant had been spent on the Polchester unem-
ployed, how many women and children might now
have enough to eat, a comfortable place to sleep?

They had been very patient and what had they